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Briefing note                                                                                                                                                      
 

‘Marine litter - preventing our oceans from becoming dumps’ 

UNCSD Rio+20 Summit Side Event 

10:00am – 11:45 p.m., 18 June 2012,  
Banco de Caixa auditorium, Avenida Almirante Barroso, 

25 Subsolo,in the centre of Rio de Janeiro (Metro: Carioca Station) 
 
A. Background 
The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development provides a good opportunity to highlight the 
impacts of marine debris/litter on the environment. The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
presented the ‘Honolulu Strategy – a global framework for the prevention and management of marine 
debris’ to the Third Intergovernmental Review Meeting on the Implementation of the Global Programme 
of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities, 25-26 January 2012, 
as the framework that can be adopted and used by member countries and organizations. Representatives 
of 65 Governments and the European Commission emphasized the relevance of the multi-stakeholder 
Honolulu Commitment endorsed at the 5th International Marine Debris Conference, and the Honolulu 
Strategy.  
 
They decided to work with all stakeholders concerned to find innovative solutions and initiatives to 
address the marine litter problem, including by sharing best practices, technical information about 
capacity building, and legal, policy, community-based, economic and market-based means of preventing, 
reducing and managing marine litter. They also recommended the establishment of a global partnership 
on marine litter which UNEP will develop in collaboration with relevant stakeholders.  
 
The Global Partnership on Marine Litter (GPML) will aim to achieve the following proposed objectives (to 
be discussed): 
 

1. To reduce the ecological, human health, and economic impacts of marine litter worldwide.  

2. To enhance international cooperation and coordination through the promotion and 
implementation of the Honolulu Strategy - a global framework for the prevention and 
management of marine debris, as well as the Honolulu Commitment – a multi-stakeholder pledge. 

3. To promote knowledge management, information sharing and monitoring of progress on the 
implementation of the Honolulu Strategy. 

4. To promote resource efficiency and economic development through waste prevention (e.g. 4Rs) 
and by recovering valuable material and/or energy from waste. 

5. To increase awareness on marine litter sources, fate and impacts. 

6. To assess emerging issues related to the fate and potential influence of marine litter, such as 
(micro) plastics and associated transfer of pollutants.  

 
UNEP’s marine litter related activities feed into the workplan of the UNEP-led Global Partnership on 
Waste Management. This will ensure that marine litter issues, goals, and strategies are tied to global 
efforts to reduce and manage solid waste. In addition, UNEP aims to facilitate an on-line forum to enable 
the global marine litter community to monitor progress on implementing the Honolulu Strategy and share 
information, lessons learned, and tools. UNEP is also leading the establishment of the UN-Oceans 
Taskforce on Marine Litter with the aim to coordinate marine litter related activities within the UN family. 
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Brief description: The event is designed to highlight issues associated with marine litter, and an urgent 
need for the international community to unite to respond to this marine environmental issue.  UNEP and 
USA NOAA organized the 5th International Marine Debris Conference in March 2011 in Honolulu, USA, 
where the participants reviewed the Honolulu Strategy and endorsed the Honolulu Commitment. UNEP, 
Regional Seas and other stakeholders are committed to implement the Honolulu Strategy, and for this 
purpose, a global partnership on marine litter will be established. The Partnership is now recognized as 
part of the Work Programme of the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine 
Environment from Land-based Activities (GPA) based on the Inter-Governmental Review of GPA in 
January 2012. The event is not only to present emerging issues related to marine litter, but also to launch 
the Global Partnership and solicit a wider participation of stakeholders in this global endeavour. It will also 
outline linkages with other partnerships such as the Global Partnership on Waste Management.  

 
It is expected that a number of governments would raise the issue of marine litter and its impacts on the 
environment, food and human health. The approach to marine litter that UNEP is advocating is 
management of waste as a resource, leading to a discussion on the green economy in the framework of 
coastal and marine sustainable development. The proposed side event is a concrete contribution to the 
emerging issue and green economy discussion during the formal conference agenda. 

 
B. Objective and expected concrete outcome of the side event  
The objective of the side event is to share experiences and perspectives on the global marine litter 
problem and promote participation in a global partnership on marine litter. The expected outcomes are an 
established group of “Founding Members” of the Global Partnership on Marine Litter (GPML); and priority 
actions for the GPML identified and confirmed, which will inform the Programme of Work of the Global 
Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-Based Activities, 2012-16. 
 
C. Overview of the side event 
The purpose of the side event is to discuss how the key stakeholders working in the field of marine litter 
and debris can coordinate their activities and pool resources to develop and implement a concrete 
international partnership, which advances the Honolulu Strategy. 
 
D. Outline of the side event 
Title: Marine litter - preventing our oceans from becoming dumps 
 
Date/time: Monday, 18 June 2012, 10:00am – 11:45 am. 
Venue: Banco de Caixa auditorium, Avenida Almirante Barroso, 25 Subsolo, Rio de Janeiro. 
 
Presenters 
Mr. Vincent Sweeney, GPA Coordinator, UNEP  
Mr. Russell Smith, Deputy Assistant Secretary for International Fisheries, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration/ ICCAT Commissioner, US 

 Mr. Doug Woodring, Co-founder/Director, Oceans Recovery Alliance  
Mr. Steve K. Russell, Vice President – Plastics Division, American Chemistry Council 
Mr. Nelson Andrade Colmenares, Coordinator, Caribbean Environment Programme  
 
Panel members: 
Ms. Ir. A.J.M. Lardinois, Head International Division, Directorate for International Affairs 
Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment, Netherlands 
Ms. Leila Monroe, Staff Attorney, Natural Resources Defense Council 
Mr. Fabiano Barretto, Co-founder /Project Manager, Local Beach, Global Garbage 
  
Target audience: 
The target audience will be Rio+20 participants that include Member State delegates (mainly solid waste 
managers, coastal zone managers and government authorities); representatives of United Nations and 
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Intergovernmental Organizations; the plastics industry; the tourism sector; major groups (mainly, NGOs 
with international and regional project activities); media. 
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Agenda:  
 

 10:00 – 10:10 Session Chair Opening Remarks from UNEP  

 Mr. Vincent Sweeney, Coordinator, Global Programme of Action for the 
Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities, UNEP  
- Introduction to issue and background 

 10:10 - 10:20 The Honolulu Strategy & Commitment – Mr. Russell Smith, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for International Fisheries, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration,  Government of the United States of America 

 10:20 - 10:30 Plastics Disclosure – Doug Woodring, Co-founder/Director, Oceans Recovery 
Alliance 

10:30 - 10:40  
 

 The Plastics Industry Initiatives – Steve K. Russell, American Chemistry Council 

 10:40 – 10:50 Marine Litter - responses from the Regional Seas Conventions and Action 
Plans: Focus on the Wider Caribbean Region – Mr. Nelson Andrade 
Colmenares, Coordinator, Caribbean Environment Programme, UNEP 

 10:50 – 11:30  Panel discussion and open discussion on the establishment of a Global 
Partnership on Marine Litter 

11:30 - 11:45   Official Launch of GPML – Statements of Commitment 

  Closing and Wrap-up 

 
 
 
 
 

 


